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The intersection of 
municipalities and agriculture:       

ÅWhat is a farm?
ÅRAPs ɀWhy in WQ?

ÅOn Farm Accessory
ÅCriterion 9(B), Act 250



Farm and Farm Structure Determinations

ÅWhen are these needed?
ÅZoning
ÅBuilding a farm structure
ÅAccessory on Farm Business

ÅWhat is a farm structure?
ÅCannot be multi-use
ÅMust still comply with fire safety and building codes
ÅMust notify town

ÅMust meet municipal setbacks unless a varianceis granted by the Agency

ÅMS4 ɀMoving fill

ÅNOT needed to engage in farming activities covered under the Required 
Agricultural Practices (RAPs)
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Why are these questions so tricky?

ÅFarmers are finding new and innovative ways 
to sustain their operations
ÅValue added ɀAccessory on Farm and Hemp

ÅThese value added projects or increased 
diversification is a change for operators, the 
Agency, Municipalities, and the public

ÅRegulations and policy are playing catch up

ÅOperations vary GREATLY 

ÅIncreasing number of small operations popping 
up with the hemp industry
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What is a Farm?
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Á$2,000.00 or more in Ag Sales
Á4.0 contiguous acres
Á4 horses, 5 cattle or Cows,15 

pigs, sheep or goats, 50 turkeys, 
100 hens, 30 rabbits, etcΧ
ÁManaged by farmer filing a 

1040(F) tax formin at least one 
of the past two years
ÁProspective business or farm 

management plan
ÁDesignated by the Secretary 


